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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the amendment filed January 27, 2006. Claims 1-25 
are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Marshall et 
al. (US 2002/0087665) (hereinafter Marshall). 

4. As per claim 1, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
rebinding a binding expression to a new network resource, wherein a data specification describes 
a resource required by the binding expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the system comprising: 

a data resolution service configured to discover network resources that satisfy the data 
specification (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

means for rebinding the binding expression to the new network resource when the data 
specification changes (paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046). 

5. As per claim 2, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the data specification is computed at least partially from received data (paragraphs 
0038, 0040). 
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6. As per claim 3, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the means for rebinding receives announcements of changes in a currently bound 
network resource (paragraph 0043, 0058). 

7. As per claim 4, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
3, wherein the data resolution service communicates the announcements to the means for 
rebinding (paragraph 0058). 

8. As per claim 5, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the means for rebinding initiates rebinding according to programmer-specified criteria 
in response to the announcements (paragraph 0022). 

9. As per claims 6, 7, and 8, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system 
of claims 1,3, and 5, wherein a resource descriptor describes a currently bound network resource 
(paragraphs 0038, 0043, 0058). 

10. As per claim 9, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 
rebinding a binding expression to an appropriate network resource in a network, the binding 
expression being associated with a data specification describing the data at the binding 
expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the network including a current network resource 
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(paragraph 0031), and the network resources including at least one resource property (paragraph 
0038), the method comprising: 

obtaining a list indicating potential appropriate network resources and selecting an 
appropriate network resource from the list (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

rebinding the binding expression to the appropriate network resource (paragraphs 0022, 
0037, 0046). 

11. As per claim 10, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising receiving an announcement of a change in the current network 
resource (paragraphs 0043, 0058). 

12. As per claim 11, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 10, further comprising requesting the list upon receipt of the announcement (paragraphs 
0056-58). 

13. As per claim 12, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising determining whether the current network resource is no longer 
appropriate (paragraph 0058). 

14. As per claim 13, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising evaluating the data specification upon a request for a current value of 
the binding expression (paragraphs 0043, 0057). 
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15. As per claim 14, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising requesting the list upon a change in the value of the data 
specification (paragraphs 0022, 0043, 0057). 

16. As per claim 15, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising obtaining an access port for the appropriate network resource 
(paragraph 0057). 

17. As per claim 16, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, further comprising if an error occurs, rebinding the binding expression to an error source 
(paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046, 0058). 

18. As per claim 17, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the method of 
claim 9, wherein selecting the appropriate network resource further comprises determining the 
appropriate network resource according to programmer-specified criteria (paragraph 0057). 

19. As per claim 18, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
rebinding a binding expression to an appropriate network resource in a network, the binding 
expression being associated with a data specification describing the data required at the binding 
expression (paragraphs 0018, 0040), the network including a current network resource 
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(paragraph 0031), and the network resources including at least one resource property (paragraph 
0038), the system comprising: 

a data resolution service configured to provide a list indicating potential appropriate 
network resources (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057); and 

a port manager configured to provide an access port to the appropriate network resource 
such that the binding expression rebinds to the appropriate network resource via the access port 
(paragraphs 0022, 0037, 0046, 0057). 

20. As per claim 19, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 

18, further comprising a binding module configured to select the appropriate network resource 
from the list indicating potential appropriate network resources (paragraphs 0018, 0022, 0057). 

21 . As per claim 20, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 

19, wherein the data resolution service sends an announcement to the binding module when a 
change in the resource property of the current network resource occurs (paragraph 0043, 0058). 

22. As per claims 21-25, Marshall teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer 
program product embodied in a tangible media comprising computer readable program codes 
coupled to the tangible media for performing the method of claim 9, wherein the tangible media 
comprises one of a magnetic disk, an optical disk, a propagating signal, and a random access 
memory device (Fig. 1, wherein the claimed media are well known to be within the class of 
tangible storage media). 
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Response to Arguments 

23. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 1-25 under 35 U.S.C. § 
112 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection has been withdrawn. 

24. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 1-25 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

25. Applicant argues that the claimed invention is directed to ensuring that binding 
expressions "remain bound to data sources whose properties meet current requirements" 
whereas Marshall "is concerned with managing names of resources, and dependencies among 
resources, before a resource is deployed" Applicant continues by asserting that Marshall "has a 
primitive notion of 'resolving' a resource" before discussing the details of the rebinding process 
disclosed in Applicant's specification. Accordingly, Applicant submits that the claims are 
distinguishable from Marshall, alleging that Marshall fails to teach "rebinding a binding 
expression to a new network resource, wherein a data specification describes a resource required 
by the binding expression." 

26. Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's characterizations of Marshall, and 
submits that the claim language is broader than the arguments would suggest. First, it is 
Examiner's position that Marshall does teach a binding expression that ensures it remains bound 
with a resource in order to meet current requirements. That Marshall does this by managing 
names of resources and dependencies among resources is immaterial. Marshall utilizes a 
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resource specification, specifying a resource ID, version ID, or other identifier, to bind a resource 
to the entity requiring usage of the resource (paragraph 0022). When the resource goes out of 
service or the specification changes, methods are provided for managing changes of the resource 
state to ensure that the requesting entity remains bound to a resource that can satisfy the needs of 
the requesting entity (paragraphs 0058, 0061, 0100). This effectively "rebinds" to the new 
network resource, wherein the "new" network resource may be discovered when the resource is 
updated or the data specification is updated. 

Applicant's argument that Marshall "does not teach or suggest a data resolution service 
configured to discover network resources that satisfy the data specification" completely 
overlooks the manner in which Marshall provides a resource to a requesting entity. A resource 
specification is provided that is used to retrieve a resource resolution mechanism, which in turn 
locates a resource that meets the specified requirements (paragraph 0057). Thus, it is clear that 
Marshall teaches the claimed features. Any differences in mode of operation between the 
claimed invention and Marshall must be within the scope of the claim in order to traverse 
Marshall. For example, Applicant points out the details of the resolution service, alleging that 
these features overcome Marshall. However, the claim broadly recites nothing more than "a data 
resolution service configured to discover network resources..." Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Therefore, the details of the 
resolution service, as defined in the specification, are not given limiting weight, but are rather 
considered broadly such that any resolution service that discovers network resources reads on the 
claim language. Applicant limits the claims to the description in the specification in numerous 
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instances, failing to account for the fact that Marshall reads on the actual claim language, which 
is presented quite broadly. 

Conclusion 

27. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed J. Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272-3769. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5:30, 2nd Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai T. An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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